RERAN-----RENE.

Renaai (re-nan), JOSEPH EBNEST, orien-
talist, historian, 'and essayist, was horn at
Tre*guier, in Brittany, Teh. 27, 1823, and
studied at the seminary of St. Sulpice, Paris,
"but in 1845 gave tip aU intention of becom-
ing a priest, and devoted himself to historical
and linguistic studies, especially the study
of oriental languages.   In 1848 he obtained
the Volney prize for an essay on the Semitic
languages.   In 1849 he was sent by the
Academy of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres
on a mission to Italy, and in I860 on a mis-
sion to Syria.   In 1862 he was appointed
professor of Hebrew, Chaldee, and Syriac
in the College de France, but the sceptical
views manifested in his Vie de Jesus (1863)
raised an outcry against him, and he was
removed from his chair, to be restored again,
however, in 1871.   This work, the publi-
cation of which caused intense excitement
throughout Europe, was the first part of a
comprehensive work on the History of the
Origins of Christianity (Histoire des Origines
du   Christianisme),   which  includes   Les
Apdtres (1866), St. Paul (1867), L'Anti-
christ (1873), Les fevangiles (1877), L'^glise
Chretienne (1879), and Marc Aurele (1882),
all written from the sceptical stand-point.
He became a member of the Academy in
1878, and rector of the College de France
in 1883. Eenan's latest important work was
the History of the People of Israel (1887
-94, five vols.).    Other works are fitudes
d'Histoire Religieuse; Discours et Confer-
ences; Souvenirs d'Enfance et de Jeunesse.
He died in 1892.

Renard the Fox, the name of an epic
fable in which the characters are animals,
the fox being the hero, and which in various
forms was extremely popular during the
middle ages, and for many years after-
wards. It is known in several forms, dif-
fering from each other in the episodes. In
Latin it appears in a poem of considerable
length belonging to about 1150; the oldest
known German version is that of a min-
nesinger Heinrich der G-lichessere, belonging
to a period not much later. An excellent
Dutch version of the fable appeared in
Flanders about 1250, under thetitle Reinaerc
de Vos (Renard the Fox), and this subse-
quently received modifications and enlarge-
ments. In 1498 a version in Low German,
probably by Herman Barkhusen, a printer
of Rostock, appeared. It was evidently taken
from the prose version in Dutch, of which
Caxton published an English translation.
Oa this Low German version was founded

Goethe's rendering (1794) into modern Ger-
man hexameters. In France the history of
Renard was enormously popular, and from
the end of the 12th to the middle of the
14th centuries many forms of it appeared.
There have been several English forms of
the fable, as well as Danish, Swedish, &c.
It relates the adventures of the fox at the
court of the king of beasts, the lion, and
details with great spirit and humour the
cunning modes in which the hero contrives
to outwit his enemies, and to gain the favour
of his credulous sovereign. The poem may
be regarded as *a parody of human life.'
There is no personal satire in it, but the
allusions to the weak points in the social,
religious, and political life of the time are
numerous and unmistakable.
Rendsburg, a town of Prussia, in the pro-
vince of Schleswig-Holstein, on the Eider,
54 miles N.N.W. of Hamburg. It is advan-
tageously situated for trade, being connected
with the North Sea by the Eider, and being
also on the line of the recently constructed
North Sea and Baltic ship canal, in con-
nection with which great harbour works
have been carried out. Pop. 13,721.
Rene (re-na'), or RENA'TUB I. of Anjou,
titular king of Naples, second son of Louis
II. of Naples, duke of Anjou, and lolante,
daughter of John, king of Aragon, was born
at Angers in 1409. Having in 1420 married
Isabella, daughter of Charles II., duke of
Lorraine, on the death of his father-in-law
in 1431 he laid claim to that dukedom; but
Count Antony of Vaudemont, son of the
brother of Charles II., contested his right,
drove him out of Lorraine, captured him,
and held him a prisoner for several years.
In 1434 his elder brother, Louis III. of
Ajajou, who had been in actual possession
of the throne of Naples and Sicily, died and
left to him Provence, Anjou, Naples, Sicily,
and Jerusalem. In 1437 Rene* bought his
liberty and the acknowledgment of his right
to Lorraine for 400,000 florins, and in the
following year he led an army to Naples,
where his claims were disputed by. Alfonso,
king of Aragon. Rene" was unsuccessful, and
in 1442 returned to Lorraine, the govern-
ment of which he gave up to his son John,
who, after his mother Isabella's death, en-
tered into full possession under the title of
John IL On this Rene" retired into Pro-
vence, and devoted himself to agriculture,
manufactures, literature, and art. His sub-
jects called him the Good, and his court was
the resort of poets and artists. His closing
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